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1 2THESS. ii. 16. | 
— And good hope through grace. | 


75 R E E things chi Apoſtle does in 
7 che Context: he deſcribes the happy” 
State and Condition of the Perſons he 

writes to; he exhorts them to ſtand 
faſt in the Faith, and hold faſt the Truth; and 
he prays for them. 

Firſt, he deſcribes their happy State, in Op- 
poſition to the Followers of the Man of Sin, the 
Son of Perdition, who were given up to believe 
a Lye, that they might be damned. Firſt, by 
their Character, as Brethren of Chriſt, of the 
Apoſtle, and of one Another, in a ſpiritual 
Relation; and as beloved of the Lard, or of 

God, as ſome Verſions; of God the Father. 
who had ſo loved them as to give his Son for 
them; of the Lord ſeſus Chritt, who had 
given himſelf for them; and of rhe Lord the 
Spirit, who had quickencd and ſanctificd them: 
and he further deſcribes them by their Elec- 
tion of God, for which he thought himſelf 
bound to give Thanks to God for them; the 
Date of which i is, from the Beginning, or E- 
Seed the Means, W of the 
B Sirit, 
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Spirit, and Belief of the Truth; the End, 
Salvation; the Evidence, the effectual Call 
of them by the Goſpel to the Enjoyment of 
that Glory, which Chriſt is in the Poſſeſſion 
of, and is preparing for them. 

Secondly, he exhorts them to fand faft in 


the Faith of the Goſpel, and not be moved 


away from it; ſeeing they were ſo much in 
the Favour of God, were choſen of him, and 


called by him; and to hold faſt the Traditions 
they had been inſtructed in, both by Word of 


Mouth and by Letter: not the Traditions of 
the Jewiſb Elders; nor ſuch like unwritten 
Traditions the Papiſis plead for; but the Truths 
and Ordinances of the Goſpel ; ſo called, be- 
cauſe delivered by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and 


by them to the Churches, either by Speech, 


or by Writing; and arc the Evangelical Ca- 


ala, which ought to be held faſt till Chriſt's 
| ſecond coming. 
Thirdly, he prays for them, as being 200 
affectionately concerned for their Welfare; and 
therefore he follows his Exhortations with Pe- 


titions; well knowing this was the moſt ef- 


fectual Way to have them ſucceed, The Ob- 

jects addreſſed are, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelſ and God, even our Father; two di- 
vine Perſons in the Godhead: And ſeeing our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt is equally prayed unto as Cod 
our Father; and the ſame things are asked of 

him as of the Father ; and the tame Gifts and 


Bleſſings of Grace are aſcribed to the one as to 


the other; yea, he is mentioned in the Addreſs 
before 
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before his Father; we may conclude his perfect 


Equality with him, and ſo his true and proper 
Deity; or Prayer, which is ſuch a conſidera- 
ble Branch of Worſhip, would not be made 


to him, nor would he be placed on an equal 


Foot with his Father, and much leſs be ſet be- 
fore him. The things prayed for are, that 


theſe divine Perſons would comfort their 


Hearts; with freſh Diſcoveries of their Love to 
them; with renewed Applications of pardon- 

ing Grace and Mercy; with the exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes of the Goſpel; by the 


Word and Ordinances of it; and by granting 


them Fellowſhip. with Father, Son, and Spirit, 
in private and in publick : and alſo, that they 
would /?ab/;/h them in every good Werd and 
Work; in every Truth of rhe Goſpel, and in 
the Practice of every Duty. It is a good thing 


for a Chriſtian to have his Heart eſtabliſhed in 
the Doctrines of Grace; and it is his Honour 


to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abound- 
ing in the Work of the Lord: and though the 

Saints are in a firm and ſtable State, as being in- 
tereſted in everlaſting Love, ſecured in the 


Covenant of Grace, And fafe 3 in the Arms of 


Chriſt ; yet they have need of Eſtabliſhment 
in the preſent Truths, that ſo they may not 


be carried away with the Error of the Wicked; 
and in the Exerciſe of Grace, that they may 
not fall from the Stedfaſtneſs of their Faith; 


_ and in the Diſcharge of Duty, that they be 
not drawn off from it. Now there is abun- 
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85 1 
dant Reaſon to conclude that theſe Petitions 
would be heard and anſwered. 


1. From the Characters of the Perſons a 
dreſſed, our Lord Tefus Chriſt himſelf”; he 


who is ou Lord not by Creation only, as he 


is Lord of all; but by Redemption, having 
bought us with his precious Blood, and there- 


fore are not our own, but his; and by Vir- 
tue of a Marriage- relation to us, he having 


eſpouſed us to himſelf in Righteouſneſs, Mer- 


cy, and Loving Kindneſs; and therefore, is 
our Lord, and we ſhould worſhip him: and 


moreover he is Jeſus our Saviour and Re- 
deemer, who has ſaved us from our Sins, and 
from Wrath to come, with an. everlaſting Sal- 
vation; and is the Chriſt of God, anointed to 
be Prophet, Prieſt, and King, - which Offices 
he ſuſtains and executes for — and therefore 
may it not reaſonably be concluded that what - 


ſoever is asked of him and in his Name will 
be granted? The other Perſon is Cod even 
our Father; not by Creation merely, as he 
is of all Men, who are his Offspring, and the 


Care of his Providence; but by Adoption, 
through Jeſus Chriſt : he who is Chriſt's God 
is our God, and who is Chriſt's Father is our 
Father ; which Relation is owing to his free 


Favour and Love; and if carthly Parents are 


ready and willing to give gaod Gifts to their 


Children to the utmoſt of their Power; will 


not our heavenly Father give every good and 


needful thing to his Children, ſo near and 


dear 
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EPI 
dear to him? and which may be further con- 
cluded, 


2. From the Love each P bore to thoſe | 


for whom the Petitions are preſented : which 


hath loved us; which relates both to God 
dur Father and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


have both loved 256; ſuch who were by Nature 


Children of Wrath, Enemies in their Minds 


by wicked Works ; and were far from having 


any true Love to God or Chriſt; ſo far from 


it, that they were Enmity itſelf unto them, and 


yet loved by them. Matchleſs, unparalleled 


Grace! The Father loved them, and there- 
fore appointed them not unto Wrath, they de- 


ſerved, but to obtain Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; 


loved them, and therefore made a Covenant 
with them in Chriſt, ordered in all things and 


Sure, full of precious Promiſes and ſpiritual 


| Bleſſings, ſuited to their Caſes and Circum- 
ſtances; loved them, and therefore made them 
the Care and Charge of his Son, put them in- 


to his Hands, and laid up Grace and Glory for 


them; loved them, and therefore ſent his Son 


in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh to be the Saviour 


and Redeemer of them; loved them, and 


therefore ſpared him not, but delivered him 


up into the Hands of Juſtice and Death for 
them; loved them, and therefore begot them 
again to a lively Hope, and quickened them 
when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; loved them, 
and therefore juſtified them, pardoned them, 
and adopted them into his Family, and made 
them Heirs of himſelf, and 9 Th 
| ' | Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. And our Lord Feſus Chrif himſelf | 


loved them with the ſame Love his Father 
did, and as early; and therefore in Eternity 


became their Surety, and eſpouſed their Per- 


ſons and Cauſe; loved them, and therefore 


in Time aſſumed their Nature, bore their Sor- 
rows, took upon him their Sins, and ſuffered 


for them; loved them, and therefore gave him- 


ſelf an Offering unto God for them; loved 


them, and therefore ſhed his precious Blood 
for the Remiſſion of their Sins, and waſhed 
them from them in it; loved them, and there- 
fore is gone to prepare Heaven and Happineſs 


for them, and will come again and take them 
to himſelf, that where he is, they may be al- 


fo. Now, from Pcrſons of ſo much Love, and 


who have given ſuch ſtrong Proofs of it, what 


may not be expected ? And which may be 195 


further concluded, 
From the Gifts of Grace, beſionied: as ae 


Fruits of ſuch Love : and hath given us ever- 
laſting Conſolation; God is the God of Com- 
fort, and all true Comfort ſprings from him; 
Chriſt is the Conſolation of rael, and if there 


is any real, ſolid Comfort, it is in him, and 


comes by him, through his Blood, Righteouſ- 


neſs, and Sacrifice; and which is applied by 
the Holy Spirit, through the Word and Or- 


dinances, which are Breaſts of Conſolation; 


and by the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are 
Barnabaſes, Sons of Comfort; and miſerable 
Comforters are all others that attempt to com- 
fort in another Way. And whatever Comfort 


171 
is had in this Way is a pute Gift of God the 
Father and our Lord Jeſus Chtiſt; it is what 
Men are undeſerving of, and therefore the 
leaſt Mcafure of it ſhould not be reckoned 
ſmall 3 becauſe thoſe that ſhare it are by Na- 
tute Children of Wrath, as others: and though 


this, as to ſenſible Enjoyment, does not al- 


ways continue, but is interrupted through the 


Prevalence of Corruptions, the Violence of Sa- 


tan's Temptations, and thro divine Deſertions; 
yet the Foundation of it is always, and is 
everlaſting 3 as the everlaſting Love of God, 
and therefore the Ele& are not, and cannot be 
conſumed ; the everlaſting Covenant of Grace, 
which yiclds the Heirs of Promiſe ſtrong Con- 


ſolation; the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, by which being juſtified, they have 


Peace with God; and everlaſting Salvation 


by him, and therefore ſhall be taved from 
Wrath to come; and both Chriſt and the 
Holy Spirit, the other Comforter, always 
abide, and are the ſame To- day, Veſterday, 


and for Ever: and beſides, as the ſpiritual Joy 


of Believers is what no Man can take away 
from them, ſo it eventually iflues in everlaſt- 
ing Conſolation, without any Interruption 
in the future State; when the Redeemed ſhall 
be come to Zion, they ſhall have everlaſting Joy 


on their Heads, and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall 


flee away. The other Gift is good Hope 
through Grace; and ſince God and Chriſt have 
beſtowed ſuch high Favours upon the Saints, 
it may be reaſonably thought, that they will go on 
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18 TY one. 
| irſt, J ſhall give ſome Ac of the 
Nature of the Grace of Hope; and which may 


[8] 
to comfort their Hearts, and cſtabliſh them. 
And this Clauſe in the Ten being what our 
deceaſed Friend pointed at, and laid the Em- 
phaſis upon, I ſhall a little more largely inſiſt 
N it, and do the following things. 


Firſt, I ſhall give ſome Account of the Na- 


ture of the Grace of Hope. 


Secondly, Shew the Original of it, that 


it is of God, and a Gift of his. 


Thirdly, Explain i in what Senſe it is through 


Grace. 


Fourthly, Make it appear that ſuch an Hope 


be learnt in a good Meaſure from the things 


9 which it is converſant. And N 

It is of things unſeen. An Object lern 
4 enjoyed leaves no room for the Exerciſe of 
Hope about it; wherefore the Apoſtle ſays *, 
Hope that is ſeen is not Hope ; that is, what ; 
is ſeen and enjoyed is not the Object of Hope; 


and Hope can be no longer converſant with 
it, ſince it is in actual Poſſeſſion; concerning 


which the ſame inſpired Writer in the ſame 
Place thus ſtrongly reaſons; for what a Man 


ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for! But if we 


hope for that we ſee not, then do we with 
Patience wait for it. Chriſt is the Object 


of our Hope, and he is unſeen by us, with our 


| bodily Eyes, is only ſeen by Faith; he is gone ta 
Heaven, and } is at the Father's Right-hand, out 


of 
C Rom. Vii. 247 25. 
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of our Sight; bũt we hope and believe that he 
will come again and receive us to himſelf; and 
therefore we expect him our Saviour from 
Heaven, to raiſe our Bodies, and change them 
and make them like his own, and to re-unite 


them to our Souls, and give us perfect Happi- 


neſs with him: The Glories of the future State 
we arc hoping for, are unſeen Realities ; what 
Eye has not ſeen, nor Ear heard; eternal 
things we are looking at by Faith, and which 
are a Support under preſent Afflictions, are 
inviſible; they are within the Vail, into which 


Faith enters, and gives a Glimpſe of; and 


Hope follows, and waits for clear * and | 


full Enjoyment. 
24%, It is of things bene things to come: 


preſent things are not the Object of Hope; 
for what are preſent with us, we no more hope 
about; we have them, and Hope ceaſes, Which 
Was exerciſed concerning them, when at a 
Diſtance: Nor are the things of this preſent 
Life the only Object of Hope ; for if in this 
Life only we have Hope in Chriſt, we are of 
all Men moſt miſerable *. 
has to do with future things in the preſent . 
Life; we hope for more Communion with 
God and Chriſt in Ordinances, and therefore 
Wait patiently in them; we hope for further 
Supplies of Grace out of the Fullneſs that is in 
Chriſt, and therefore wait upon him and for 
him; we gird up the Loins of our ow; 
and hope to the End for-the Grace that is t 
C: Mo 3 


Our Hope indeed 
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be brought unto us at the Revelation: of 


Chriſt: our Hope reaches beyond the Grave, 
to a future State in another World; to the 


Reſurrection of our Bodies; to our ſtanding 
at the Right-hand of Chriſt; to our being 
juſtified before Men and Angels; to our re- 


ceiving the Crown of Life and Glory; to our 
Admiſſion into the everlaſting Kingdom; and 
to our being with Chriſt for evermore, and 


being like him, and ſeeing him as he is. The 
things we are hoping for are laid up for us to 


be enjoyed hereafter; we have here ſome 


Pledges and Foretaſtes now, but the Main is 


yet to come; and therefore we keep looking 
for it: Faith only gives thoſe things we are 
hoping for a kind of Subſiſtence, and realizes 


them to us; and therefore is ſaid to be the 


Subſtance of things hoped for, and the Evi- 
dence of things not ſeen *. 


341), It is of things difficult to be obtained, 
as future Salvation is; for though the Righ- 
teous are certainly ſaved, yet ſcarcely, I that is, 


with Difficulty ; by reaſon of the many Corrup- 
tions, Temptations, and Snares in the Way; 
and particularly by reafon of Afflictions, Re- _ 


proaches, and Perſecutions for Chriſt's Sake : 


They come to the Enjoyment of it through a 
| ſtrait Gate and a narrow Way, through many 
Tribulations and Sorrows ; and theſe try and 


exerciſe· Hope. And yet, 
4thly, It is of things poſlible ; or otherwiſe 


there would be no room, nor Reaſon for Hope; 
nothing 


* Heb, 10 Is F I Pet. iv. 18. 5 
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; nothing but black Deſpair would enſue, and a 
> |F Reſolution to lay aſide all Thoughts about our 
= Happineſs in another World, and to take the 
3  »Swing in carnal Luſts and Pleaſures ; ſaying, 
3 » There is no Hope, but we will walk after our 
„oon Devices, and we will every one do the 
rr | JImagination of his evil Heart *. But cter- 
| nal Glory and Happineſs being what God has 
Y prepared and promiſed, what is to be had 
C through Chriſt, and that by Sinners, even the 
D Chief of them, there is Hope in Iſrael con- 
To © Cernimg this thing +; and the Icaſt Encourage- 
8 ment given to a ſenſible Sinner, Hope lays hold 
8 upon; and it improves every Hint and Cir- 
e cumſtance to its own Advantage; ſuch a Soul 
8 put tetih his Mouth in the Duſt, if ſo be, there 
„ may be Hope t; and as the Poffibility and 
— Probability 5 Happineſs appear to him, ſo in 
* Proportion his Hope riſes. 

„ Þ 5thly, It is of things certain, which have a 
real Being, and which are ſolid and ſubſtantial y_ 
„ and which not only Faith is the Subſtance of, 
„but they are really laid up. in Heaven, are in 
the Hands of Chriſt, and ſhall certainly be en- 
= joyed; and of which the hoping Chriſtian has 
p no Reaſon to doubt: And there is not only a 
a CTertainty in the Object of Hope, but there is 
ly ſucha Firmneſs and Stability in the Grace it- 
d felt, that the Soul in the lively Exerciſe of it 


deiegen in Hope of the Glory. of God; and 
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which is ſo ſure unto him, that he is even 
ſaid to be already ſaved by Hope &. 

- 6thly, True Hope is always attended with 
Faith: Theſe two Graces go together; where 
the one is the other is; they are wrought by 
the ſame Hand, and at the ſame Time, in Re- 

generation; and are more or leſs exerciſed to- 
gether; though the one may be at ſome times 
more viſible in its Exerciſe than the other; 
and there may be Hope when Faith is ſcarcely 
diſcernible; yet Faith is at the Bottom, and 
is the Subſtance of things hoped for; and 
without which there Would be no Hope; and 
ſome of the Ads of theſe Graces are ſo ſimilar, 
ſo much like to one another, that they are 
ſcarcely to be diſcerned and diſtipguiſhed from 
each other; and therefore are put for one 
another: So what is called 7ru/ting in Chriſt, 
Eph. i. 12. is in the Greek Text hoping in 
Chriſt ; and theſe two are joined together | in 
yo xvii. 7. I proceed, 

Secondly, To ſhew the Original of this 
Grace, that it is of God, and a Gift of his; 
for this Clauſe, and good Hope through Grace, 
is in Connection with the Words preceding, 
and our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, 
even our Father, which—hath given both 
everlaſting Comfort and good Hope. As Faith, 
ſo Hope is not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of : 
God; and what is ſaid of the one is true of 
the other, that a// Men have it nat T. Hope 

is 

+ Rom. viii. 24. + Eph. it. 8. 2 Theſſ. iii. 2. 


— 


* FF VY — kn LEY _— | — cos ” a — 


5 


28 . 8 + 9 — 2 n = — => 4 5 1 : on; 
« N J S * * . 8 0 % — by ” 8 Dey 7 * AS 4 8 "Ox - * * 8 
E , f 15 - att + 1 * 3 A 2 r — ir vt he * 25 of TE 2 8 2 . * — ps 2 £5 
$.- 28 os; 5 5 : n 33 2 — de 3 uy 2 SS fi LE 
3 : 1 ; £ &-> - 8 „ c YI oe BE OT DB, Preto Hou Le OLE I O73... BE ͤ 2 
— a IRE, 4 I . — ) S L 1 b 8 * hs 3 3 < = Ke. b b I : 
PEI TEE dS nn. ey * ** — . : „ . mes EY KA n A Pt. ct Nat Loh 3 t 
nt I JI r 5 ; 2 OF 3 ans, ES CAN ed PG * e 2 5 _——— 4 . >» * * 
r N Hy r 4 Mg LR r N - * 
. b n * 2 ; - 0 


a — 
* 8 
r 


0 TOA " »% 
3 1 
T. 
8 1 eee SAL 


[ x3 ] 


is not to be found naturally in Men ; nor is 


it in any natural Man, in a Man that is in a 


State of Unregeneracy; ſuch may expreſs it, 
but not experience it; it is too commonly and 
too prophanely ſaid, As I hope to be ſaved, 
when ſuch who uſe the Phraſe know not what 


a good Hope through Grace is; it is the Cha- 
racter of God's own People before Converſion, 


that they arc without Hope, as well as with- 
out God and Chriſt in the World : This 1s a 


Grace which is wrought in the Soul in Regene- 
ration by the Spirit of God, and is one of his 
Fruits; it is implanted by him, and grows up un- 
der his Influence; it is thro himBelievers wait 
for the Hope of Rightcouſneſs by Faith; and 
it is through his Power they abound in the 
Exerciſe of it: No Man has it till he is born 


again; for he is of abounding Grace begotten 


to it: Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, according to his 
abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again to 
a tively Hope, by the Reſurrection of Feſus 


Chriſt from the Dead *. by which it appcars, 
as well as from our Text, that God the Father 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt have a Concern in 
the Production of a good and lively Hope; 
that it is owing to the abundant Mercy of the 
one, and thc Reſurrection of the other, who 


was raiſcd and glorified that our Faith and 


Hope might be in God || and that it is not un- 


til a Man is regenerated; whatever Hope he 
has before, is not a lively one, and ſo not a 
wy good 
* Eph. ii. 32. + 1 Pet. i. 3 I Ibid. v. 20. 
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1 
good « one : The Goſpel is the ordinary Means by 
which it is ingenerated, and therefore may be 
called the Hope of the Goſpel *; and certain 
it is that the Goſpel being good News, and 
glad Tidings of good things, of Peace, Pardon, 
Rightcouſneſs, and Salvation by Chriſt, tends 
greatly to cncourage and promote Hope ; its 


Doctrines being Doctrines of Grace, and its 


Promiſes being free, abſolute, and uncon- 
ditional, are calculated for this Purpoſe, and 


greatly ſerve it; from theſe the Heirs of Pro- 
miſe have ſtrong Conſolation, who flee to 
_ Chriſt and lay hold on the Hope ſet before 
them; the Promiſes they are Heirs of, and 
which yield them Comfort, encourage their 
Hope in Chriſt, who is ſet before them, in the 


Goſpel, as the Object of it; and generally 


ſpeaking it is a Word of Promiſe which the Holy 
Spirit brings home and applies to the Soul, 
which is the Ground and Foundation of its 
Hope: Hence ſays David , Remember the 


Word unto thy Servant, upon which thou 
haſt cauſed me to hope. Indeed whatſoever 


is written in the Scriptures is written for our 
Uſe, Profit, and Learning, that we through 
Comfort of them might have Hope ; and 
there are many things which, under a "divide 

Bleſſing, ſerve to cultivate and increaſe this 
Grace; as the Conſideration of the Power and 
Faithfulneſs of God in his Promiſes ; the free 
Grace 'and Mercy of God diſplayed in Salva- 
tion by Chris the e Sufferings, Death, Re- 


ſurrection, 
| i, 23. + Pf. exix. 49. þ+ Rom. xv. + 
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ſurrection, and Interceſhan of Chriſt 5 and 


preſent Experiences and a Recollection of paſt 
ones ; for Experience worketh Hope * : Bur 
then the Cauſe, Means, Mottves and Encourage- 
ments of it, all ſnew it to be of the Grace of 
God, and a Gift of his. And which may fur- 
ther appear, by | . 


Thirdly, Explaining in what Senſe it is 


through Grace. Grace is the Spring and 


Source of it; it comes to us from and through 


the Grace of God; it is a Part of that Grace, 
which the God of all Grace is the Donor of; 


it is a Part of the Fullneſs of Grace which is in 


Chriſt the Mediator, and is had of him; it is a 


Part of that Grace which the Spirit of Grace 


operates, and is the Author of in Converſion. 
Grace alſo is the Object of it. The words may 


be literally rendred from the original Text, 
and good Hope, © Napir, in Grace, and ſo 


the Phraſe is the ſame with hoping in the Mercy 
of God : the Mercy of God in Chriſt is the 


Ground and Foundation of Hope; and is not 


only the Motive and Encouragement to it, let 
Iſrael hope in the Lord, for with the Lord 
there is Mercy 3 but is the thing itſelf, which 
Hope is converſant with: The ſenſible Sinner, 
or hoping Chriſtian, hopes in, the pardoning, 


_ juſtifying, and adopting Grace of God through 


Chriſt; he hopes that the good Work of 


Grace is begun in him; and he hopes and be- 


licves it will be. performed until the Day of 
Chriſt; he hopes for larger Meaſures of 


Grace 


* Rom, v.4 + Pl. ü. 11. f PI. cxxk. 7. 
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Si | Grace from Chriſt, to enable him to do his 
4 Will and Work, to oppoſe his own Corrup- 

nn tions, to withſtand Satan's Temptations, and 


| | to diſcharge his Duty to God and Man; he 


If hopes the "Grace of Chriſt will be ſufficient 
14 for him, or that a ſufficient Supply of it will 
be given him, to carry him through all the 
Trials and Difficulties of Life; he hopes that 


his Need out of his Riches in Glory by Chriſt, 
and that God will give him perſevering Grace 
| to hold on and out unto the End; he hopes 
R for Grace to be brought to him at the Appear- 
14 ance of Chriſt; and he hopes for Glory, which 
14 is the Perfection of Grace. Moreover, a good 
i Hope through Grace is an Hope that is exer- 
ciſed through the Grace of God; that is to ſay, 
that a Man hopes for ſuch and ſuch things, 


. —˙ x tb err.” ES 1 > =O 


Merits of his own, or through Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs done by him, but "through the Grace 
and Mercy of God. Thus for Inſtance, 

I/. Let the thing hoped for be Salvation, 
as David ſays &, Lord I have hoped for thy 
 Satvatzon : This tac ſenſible Soul knows is 
| not by Works, but by Grace; and therefore 

13 he hopes for it, not through the one, but through 

in the other: He is well aſſured that God ſaves 

and calls Men, not according to their Works, 


14: that it is not by Works of Righteouſneſs they 


. have done they are ſaved, but according to 


= the 
* P. cxix. 166. 


his Covenant-God and Father will ſupply all 


and that he ſhall have them; not through any 


but according to his own Purpoſe and Grace; 


* b 
. 
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the Mercy of God through the Blood of 


Chriſt, and waſhihg of Regeneration; and 
that they are ſaved by Grace, and not Merit, 
to prevent boaſting in the Creature; and there- 


fore he hopes for it in this Way, and in this 
only: And it is its being by Grace which en- 


courages him to hope for it; for were it by 
Works, he ſhould for ever deſpair of obtain- 


ing it. He obſerves, that it is freely wrought 
out by Chriſt, who came into the World hav- 


ing Salvation, and is become the Author of 
it; that it is already done, Chriſt on the Croſs 
ſaid, It zs finiſhed *, and now he is on the 


Throne, he ſays, It is done F, and fo compleat- 
ly done, that nothing is wanting in it, nor can 


any thing be added to it; and therefore the 


Man that is acquainted with all this, hopes 56 
2 


it through the Grace of Chriſt,that has wrou 


it without any Works of his : He further ob- 
ſerves, that Chriſt came to ſeek, and to ſave 
loſt Sinners; yea, that it is a Truth to be de- 
pended on, and is worthy of his Acceptation 
and the Acceptation of others, that Chriſt 


came into the World to fave the Chief of Sin- 


ners; and that the worſt and vileſt have been 


waſhed, cleanſed, ſanctified, and juſtified, in 


the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God; and therefore he hopes for Sal- 


vation through the ſame Grace and Favour 
that has been ſhown to them, though he has 


been as bad as they, and may think himſelf 


worſe: He takes Notice that Chriſt is lifted 
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ever looks to him and believes on him ſhould 


not periſh, but have everlaſting Life; he is en- 


; 9 by the Goſpel- Declaration that who- 
ſoever believes in him ſhall be ſaved ; and by 
the Goſpel Inſtruction given to a ſenſible Sin- 


ner in his Caſe, believe on the Lord Feſus 


Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved 4; which he 


conſiders as wonderful Diſplays of the Grace 
of God in Chriſt, through which he is enabled : 


to hope in him. 


| 2dly, Let it be the Pardon of Sin he is 
hoping for: As Sin is the firſt thing the Spirit 


of God convinces a Man of, it is the Pardon 


of it that he in the firſt Place ſeeks after; and 
when he underſtands the right Way in which 
it is to be had, he hopes for it; not through 
his Tears, Humiliations, and Repentance, but 
through the Grace of God ſtreaming in the 
Blood of Jeſus: He finds that God only can 
forgive Sin, againſt whom it is committed; 


that this is his: ſole Prerogative, which he ex- 
erciſes in a free and ſovereign manner; that 


he has promiſed, in Covenant to his People, 


that he will be merciful to their Unrighte- 
 ouſneſs, and their Sins ans. their Iniquities 

will he remember no more ; that he has pro- 
claimed his Name in his Gotpel, a God pardon- 
ing Iniquity, Trarſgreſſion, and SinF; and 


that there is none like him on that Account; 
FE. and 


„Mark xvi. 16. + Adds wi. 1. 1 Heb, 
Vill. 12, S  Exad. xxxiv. 6,7. 6 


up in the Miniſtry of the Word, as the brazen 
Serpent was lifted upon the Pole, that who- 
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and therefore he is greatly encouraged to turn 


to the Lord, who will abundantly pardon, 
and to hope in his Mercy: He underſtands by 


the ſacred Writings, that God ſet forth his 


Son to be the Propitiation for Sin; and that 
he ſent him forth in the Fullneſs of Time to 


ſhed his Blood for the Remiſſion of it, there 


being no Remiſſion without ſhedding of Blood; 


and that he has exalted him at his Right-hand, 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repen- 


tance unto Iſfael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins; 


and therefore he hopes for it through him, 


ſeeing with him there is Mercy and plenteous 
Redemption: And though he obſerves that 
Forgiveneſs of Sin is through the Blood of 
Chriſt, yet according to the Riches of divine 
Grace, and comes through the tender Mercy | 


of our God; and therefore he hopes for it, 


not according to his own Merit, but accord- 
ing to the Multitude of God's tender Mercies. 
The Goſpel Declaration that whoſoever be- 
lieves in Chriſt, ſhall receive Remiſſion of 


Sins *; and the many Inſtances of pardoning 


Grace and Mercy, even ſuch, that have been 
great Sinners, and whoſe Sins were attended 
with aggravated Circumſtances; as David, 


Who was ; ouilty of Murder and Adultery; Ma- 


naſſeh, of moſt abominable Crimes; Peter 


of denying his Lord and Maſter; Gaul the 
Perſecutor, the Blaſphemer, and the injurious 
Perſon; and the notorious Sinner ſpoken of, 


who loved much becauſe much was forgiven 


+ 25 her; 
— 7 Acts x. 43. 


of God. e e 
3a, Let it be eternal Life which is the 
thing hoped for, as that is; in hope of eter- 
nal Life, which God that cannot lye pro- 
miſed before the World began, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle “; hence eternal Glory and Happineſs 
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her; all theſe engage to the Exerciſe of Hope 


for Pardon, through the free Grace and Mercy 


being the Object of Hope, is called the bleſſed 


Hope, and the Hope which is laid up in 


Heaven +. Now, eternal Life is the Gift of 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; it is that 


Kingdom which it is our heavenly Father's good 
Pleaſure to give unto his Children; it is what 
he of his rich Grace has prepared for them, and 


promiſed to them, calls them unto, makes them 


meet for, and beſtows upon them: Not only the 


Promiſe of eternal Life, but that itſelf is put into 


Chriſt's Hands for them; and he has Power to 
give it to as many as the Father has given him; 

and to them he does give it, and they ſhall. 
never periſh : And ſince it is a Gift of pure 
free Grace, therefore do ſenſible Sinners, ſeek- 


ing for Glory, Immortality, and eternal Life, 
hope for it; which they could never expect 
upon any other Foot : And they are the ra- 


ther encouraged to hope for it, ſince God has 
declared it to be his Will, that whoever ſees 


the Son and believes on him, ſhall have it; 
and becauſe they find the Holy Spirit of God 


is at work upon their Hearts, has begun the 


good Work, which he will finiſh, and is 
5 working 
* Tit. i. 2. + Tit. ii, 13. Col. i. 5. 
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working them up for that ſelf-ſame thing, 


eternal Life and Happineſs ; wherefore they 
reaſon as Manoah's Wife did, that if the 
Lord were pleaſed to deſtroy them, he would 


never have ſhewed them and told them ſuch 


things as he has done, or wrought ſuch things 


in them; and hence for Grace and through 
Grace they hope for Glory; ſeeing to whom 
God gives Grace, he gives Glory; theſe are 


in ſeparably connected together; 3 Whom he 


calls and * them he allo Slorifies 


And 


Fourthly, Such an Hope is a Good one. 


There is a bad Hope and there is a good one. 
There is the Hope of the worldly Man, who 
makes Gold his Hope, and ſays to the jine 


Cold, Thou art my Confidence *; he puts 
his Truſt in it; and not only places his De- 
pendence on it for preſent and future Good in 
this Life, but hopes for eternal Life upon the 
Account of it; imagining there is none the 


King of Kings will delight to honour in the 
other World as himſelf, who enjoys ſo large 


a Portion of this; this is a bad Hope. There 
| is the Hope of the Man that is only upon Prin- 
| ciples in which he has been brought up; who 


| hopes upon the Faith of others, his natural 


Deſcent, or being born of ſuch and ſuch Pa- 
rents, and his religious Education; this is a 
- had Hope. There is the Hope of the Moraliſt 


and Legaliſt; who hopes he ſhall inherit eter- 
nal Lite becauſe of the good things he has 


done; 


* Job xxxi. 24. 
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done; becauſe of his moral Life and Actions, 


and his Works of Righteouſneſs in Obedience 


to the Law; whereas by theſe no Man can be 
, Juſtified, and ſo not faved, or ever enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; this is a bad Hope. 
There is the Hope of the Hypocrite, who hopes 
for Heaven becauſe of his Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion and Subjection to Ordinances, and go- 
ing through a Round of Durics in a formal 


Manner, and with a mere outward Show; 


this is a bad Hope; it is like the Spider's Web, 


and will be as the giving up of the Ghoſt, and 


be of no ayail ; even though ſuch may 


have gained a Name among Men to be holy 


and good, when God takes away their Souls. 


And there is the Hope of the prophane Sinner, 


for ſuch have their Hope; and they hope for 
Salvation through the abſolute Mercy of God; 
they fancy if they have but Time to ſay ar laſt, 


Lord have Mercy on us, all will be well; this 


is a bad Hope; for there is no Mercy for Sin- 
ners but through the Blood, Righteouſneſs, 
and Sacrifice of Chriſt. But the Hope we have 


been treating of is a good one, and may be ſo 


called, 
1. Becauſe it is laid upon a good Founda- 
tion; not upon the abſolute Mercy of God; 


not upon the Merit of the Creature; not up- 


on any outward Acts of Righteouſneſs; not 


upon Civility, Morality, or an external Pro- 
feſſion of Religion; all which are ſandy Foun- |F 


dations to build an Hope of eternal Happineſs 
upon: But upon the Perſon, Blood, Righte- 


ouſneſs, 
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ouſneſs, and Sacrifice of Chriſt ; upon the 
Perſon of Chriſt, who is God over all bleſſed - 
for ever, and is able to fave to the uttermoſt, 
who is the Hope of 1/ael, the Saviour thereof 5 


in Time of Trouble, and Chriſt our Ho 
and in us the Hope of Glory; upon his Blood, 


which cleanſes from all Sin, and was ſhed for 7 


the Remiſſion of it; upon his Righteouſneſs, 
which juſtifies from all Sin, and gives a Right 
and Title to eternal Life; and upon his Sa- 


_ crifice, by which Sin is finiſhed and made an 
End of, and Reconciliation is made for it. 


24ly, Becauſe not only the Author of it is 
good, who from it is called he God of Hope *, 
but becauſe the Objects of it are good things; 
it is of good things to come, and the beſt things 


are reſerved till laſt; now the Saints have their 


evil things, their Sorrows and Afflictions, but 


hereafter they ſhall have' their good things. 


Chriſt is come an High-Prieſt of good things 


to come unto his People; and theſe. good : 
things are laid up for them, and ſhall be enjoyed 
by them; and Hope is waiting for them: And 


the hoping Chriſtian knows them to be good 


by the Foretaſtes and Pledges he has had of 

them; ſuch as a Sight of God i in Chriſt; Com- 
munion with Father, Son, and Spirit ; Fellow- 
ſhip with Angels and plorified Saints 3 perfect 


Knowledge, Holineſs, and Pleaſure. 


3dly, Becauſe it is in its Nature and Effects 


good: It is called a /zvely Hope, or a living 
one 3 becauſe. it has not only for its Subject 


* Rom! Xv. 13, 52k $4 Pe 3. 
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a living Man in a ſpiritual Senſe ; and for its 
Foundation, not dead Works, but a living 
_ Chriſt; and for its Object, eternal Life; but 


becauſe it is of a quickening, exhilarating, and 


chearing Nature; and becauſe it is attended 
With living Works of Righteouſneſs; for as 
Faith without Works is dead, ſo is Hope like- 
wiſe; and becauſe it always continues, and is 
ſometimes in lively Exerciſe, when other Graces 
are not} ſo lively: It is alſo ſaid to be of a 
purifying Nature; every Man that hath this 
Hope in him, purifieth himſelf even as be is 
pure *; and which it no other ways does 
than as it deals with the pure and ſpotleſs Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, and with his precious Blood, 
which purges the Conſcience from dead Works. 


 4thly, Becauſe of its great Uſefulneſs : It is 
that to the Soul an Anchor is to a Ship when be- 
calmed,or in Danger through Rocks and Shores; 
it preſerves and keeps it ſteady; and is therefore 


ſaid to be as an Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
ſtedfaſt +: And it ſerves the ſame Uſe and Pur- 
poſe as an Helmet docs to the Head; and there- 
fore the Hope of Salvation is ſaid to be for an 
Helmet *.; this Grace preſerves the Head and 
Heart of a Chriſtian from bad Principles in 
perilous Times; for he can give in to none 
that ſtrike at the Foundation of his Hope; it 
is an Erecter of his Head, and keeps it above 
Water in Times of Trouble, inward and out- 

ward; and it covers his Hcad in the Day of 
Battel, between him and his ſpiritual Enemies; 


*I John iii. 3, + Heb. vi. 19. 1 1 Theſſ. y. 8, 
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this he'll never give up. This Grace is of ſin- 
gular Uſe under afflictive Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence; the Believer rejoices in hope of the 
Glory of. God, even in Tribulations; knowing 
that Tribulation worketh Patience, and Pa- 
 tience Experience, and Experience Hope, and 
Hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the Love 
of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto us *: And 
| it is of eminent Service in the Hour of Death; 
5 far when the Wicked is driven away in his 
 Witkedneſs, like a Beaſt to Hell, the Righ- 
teous hath Hope in his Death f; of riſing 
again at the laſt Day, and in the mean while of 
being in the Arms of Jeſus, and of being hap- 
py with him; and therefore can look upon 
Death and Eternity with Pleaſure, Yea, this 
Grace is of ſo much Importance and Uſeful- 
nels, that even Salvation is aſcribed unto it, 
we are ſaved by Hope ; not by it, as the 
efficient Cauſe of Salvation, for there is no other 
Author or efficient Cauſe of Salvation but Chriſt; 
but by it as a Means of coming to, and enjoying 
the Salvation Chriſt has wrought out: As we 
are ſaved by Grace through Faith, in like Man- 
ncr we are ſaved through Hope ; being begot- 
ten unto it, we are kept through it, till we re» 
ccive the End of it, the Salvation of our Souls; 
wherefore upon the Whole, it muſt be good 
that a Man ſhould both hope and quietly wait 
| for the Salvation of the Lord k. 


There 


* Rom. v. 2, 3, 4, f. 1 Prov. xiv, 32. f Rom. 
viii. 24. 1 Lam, wu, 26. 
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There is a ſott of People tiſen up among tis of 
lite, who ſneer at this Phraſe # good Hope 
through Grace, not conſidering that it is a ſerip- 
tural one; and repreſent ſuch who have attained 
to nothing higher, as in the lower Form and 
Claſs of Chriſtians, if they deſerve that Name; 
and ſuggeſt, that Perſons may have this and 
N periſh: but let us not regard what 


theſe flighty People ſay; let us attend to what 
the Seriprutes ſay, to what our Text ſays con- 


Cerning it; which ſpeaks of it as of God, as a 


Gift of his; aſcribes it to his Grace; repreſents 
It as a Fruit of the Love of God and Chriſt ; 
| joins it with everlaſting Conſolation ; and men- 


tions it as a Bleſſing of Grace, which the Apo- 1 
tles themſelves, whom God had ſet in the firſt. 


Place in the Church, in the higheſt Office in ; 


it, were poſleſſed of, and were "thankful for: | 


Let us attend to what a ſolid Saint on a dying 
Bed ſays of à good Hope through Grace; what 
his Sentiments, his Notions of it are; and ſuch 
an one, Imean a ſolid Saint, was our deceaſed 
Friend, whoſe Death is the Occaſion of this 
Diſcourſe; as muſt be allowed by all that knew 
him, who are capable of judging of a ſpiritual 
Man. 7 
At my firſt Viſit to büm after he had took to 
his Bed, upon enquiring into the ſpiritual 
Eſtate and Frame of his Soul, he told me, he 
had 2 good Hope through Grace; and added, 
if I may but go out of the World with 4 good 
Hope through Grace, it will be more to me 
than all the Exultations and Joys ſome Perſons 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak of; that's enough, I am content, or 
Words to this Purpoſe; ; and ſubjoined, that if 
any thingſhould be ſaid of him after his Deceaſe, 
meaning in this public Way, he deſired it might 
be from this Paſſage of Scripture, we have been 
conſidering. It pleaſed God to favour him 
with a religious Education, to bleſs him with 
an early Converſion, and to caſt him betimes 
under a Goſpel Miniſtry ; ; by which Means his 
Judgment was formed, fixed, and eſtabliſhed 
in Goſpel Principles, in the Doctrines of Grace, 
of which he had a clear Diſcerning: And as 
he had a retentive Memory, he treaſured up in 
it the Quinteſſence and Flower of Goſpel Diſ- 
courſes, and the pithy Sayings and ſententious 
Expreſſions he had heard or read in them; 
which, together with that large Stock and 
Fund of gracious Experience of the Love of 
God to his own Soul, abundantly furniſhed 
him with rich Materials for ſpiritual Diſcourſe 3 
and which made his Converſation very pleaſant, 
profitable, and inſtructive; he being able to 
| ſpeak of divine things, in very apt Words, with 
great Freedom, Propricty, and Pertinence. 
The Frame of his Soul was generally ſpiritual 
and heavenly, and ſo habituated he was to 
ſpiritual things, and ſo much given to the rae 
templation of them and Meditation upon in 
that in the Midft of worldly Buſineſs, and even 
upon the Exchange, when he met with a proper 
Perſon, would at once enter into a Chriſtian 
Converſation about ſuch things, which lay 
Warm upon his Heart, he had been lately hear- 
E 2 ing 
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ing or meditating upon; which ſhews the Biaſs 
and Bent of his Mind. And as he was in- 
dulged with a large Meaſure of Grace, ſo he 


had great Afflictions to try and exerciſe that 


Grace; which Afflictions he bore with un- 
common Patience, ſeldom making mention 
of them, eſpecially in a Way of Complaint; 
and never murmuring at the Diſpenſations of 


God, but taking all kindly at his Hand, as coming 
from a loving Father, and deſigned and over- 
ruled for his ſpiritual Good, Profit, and Ad- 


vantage. He was remarkable for his Humility, 


he was cloathed with it, that Ornament of. a 
meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight 
God of great Price. His outward Converſa- 


tion in the World was exemplary, and as be- 


came the Goſpel of Chriſt, and was ornamen= = 
tal to it. He was many Years a Worſhipper 
with us in this Aſſembly ; but became a Mem- 


ber of this Church but of late : We promiſed 


ourſelves a great Deal of Uſefulneſs Lem him 


in our Church- State; but God has took him 


away, and he is joined to better Company, 


and is employed in higher Service: He was 
very comfortable in his Soul, throughout his 


laſt Illneſs; his Faith was kept ſteady, ever 


looking to Jeſus, in whom he knew all his 


Salvation lay. He has left to you his dear 
Children a ſhining Example both in civil and 


religious Life; may you tread in his Steps; 
let it be your great Concern to know your 


Father's God, to worſhip, fear, and follow 
him; ſo he Who has been his God, will ſhew 


himſelf 
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| himſelf to be yours, and be your God and 
Guide even unto Death. May we all learn 


ſomething from this Providence, and from 


this Diſcourſe occaſioned by it; and it be⸗ 
comes us, 


1. To enquire whether we have any Hope 
of good things to come, and what that Hope 
is; whether it be a good one or a bad one. 
If it is founded on any thing ſhort of Chriſt it 
is a bad one; if it is upon the Creature and 
Creature-Acts, it will be of no avail; if it is 
through Works, and not through Grace, we 
hope for Heaven and Happineſs, it will prove a 
vain Hope : But if it is founded upon what 
Chriſt is unto us; what he has done for us; 
and what he is in us; it is a good one, and 
will anſwer ſome good Purpoſes in Life and 
Death: And then if we are ſatisfied we have 
ſuch an Hope, it becomes us, 

2. To bleſs God for it; ſince he is the Do- 
nor and Author of it: It is not of ourſelves, 
it is the Gift of God; and we ſhould aſcribe it 
Not to Nature, not to the Reaſonings of our 
Minds, the Power and Freedom of our Wills, 
but to the Grace of God: We might have been 
left to black Deſpair, and to ſink into Hell 
under the Weight of Guilt ; there might have 
been nothing bot a fearful looking for of Wrath 
and fiery Indignation, which our Sins deſerved ; 
but God has dealt graciouſly with us, he has 


given us a good Hope through Grace, Wherc- 
fore it becomes us, 
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Ann 


953. To continue in the Uſe of this Grace 
i to pray for the Holy Spirit of God to cauſe 
us to abound in it; and to enable us to hold i 
faſt the rejoicing of it firm unto the End; to | 
gird up the Loins of our Minds, and hope for 1 
future Grace and cternal Glory; and to go on 
hoping, believing, loving, until Hope is ex- 
Changed for Fruition, Faith for Yon, an 
Tous | is in its higheſ Exereile, 


